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People-centred health systems will be the heart of dialogues at the Third 
Global Symposium on Health Systems Research. 

 
 
 
Cape Town, South Africa, 17 September 2014, 10h00 SAST - At a time when world 
attention is focused on the devastation caused by the ebola virus in countries with 
weak health systems, over 1700 participants will gather in Cape Town from 29 
September to 3 October 2014 to work on the science and practice of people-centred 
health systems. 
 
Coming from some 90 countries in all world regions, participants representing national 
government departments, health agencies, funding organisations, research 
institutions, health providers and civil society will share best practices on how to 
improve health systems across the world.   
 
The two previous Symposia in Montreux, Switzerland in 2010 and in Beijing, China in 
2012, contributed to a deeper understanding of how to strengthen health systems and 
how health policy and system research can support that goal.  Building on those 
discussions, the forthcoming Cape Town Symposium will focus on how a people-
centred approach in health systems research and practice can support health system 
development – by nurturing the functional and individual relationships necessary for 
sustained transformation in health systems and health care provision, particularly in 
low- and middle-income countries.   
 
“Through the various satellite, plenary, parallel and poster sessions, the Symposium 
programme addresses three main questions:  how can communities be empowered to 
hold governance structures to account; what are the structural challenges and 
opportunities of providing responsive health systems; and how can we foster 
collaborations and build future health policy and systems research capacity in order to 
ensure health improvement for all globally,” said Professor Lucy Gilson, Co-chair of the 
South Africa Local Organizing Consortium responsible for coordinating this year’s 
Symposium. 



 

 

 

 
Participation in the Symposium has attracted engagement at the highest level, with 
speakers Ambassador Deborah Birx - US Global AIDS Coordinator, Dr Margaret Chan 
-  Director-General of the World Health Organization, and Dr Aaron Motsoaledi - 
South African Minister of Health setting the scene in the Symposium’s official opening 
on 1 October. 
 
Reflecting on the collaborative nature of health policy and systems research, the 
Symposium is co-hosted by the newly formed society, Health Systems Global, together 
with the Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research/World Health Organization 
and the South Africa Local Organizing Consortium made up of the universities of Cape 
Town, Western Cape and Stellenbosch, the Medical Research Council and Health 
Systems Trust. 
 
The Symposium was made possible through funding provided by Alliance for Health 
Policy and Systems Research, BTC Belgian Development Agency, Department of 
Health of South Africa, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, Global Health Research 
Initiative, IDRC, Open Society Foundations, Rockefeller Foundation, SIDA, 
Sightsavers, UNICEF, Wellcome Trust, World Bank Group and with the support of the 
China Medical Board. 
 
 
Notes to editors on how to participate in or follow the Symposium: 
The Third Global Symposium on Health Systems Research takes place at the Cape 
Town International Convention Centre from 29 September to 3 October 2014. 
 
 Learn more about the Symposium: http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/ 
 Follow or take part on Twitter: @H_S_Global  (#HSR2014) 
 Media accreditation form for editors and journalists: 

http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/media-third-global-symposium-on-
health-systems-research-2014-cape-town  

 Attend the media conference: Send an email to judith.annakie@hst.org.za 
 Subscribe to receive media releases/ updates: Send an email to 

judith.annakie@hst.org.za 
 Live plenary webcasts via the Symposium website: 

http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/ 
 Read daily website news postings: 

http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/news 
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About the co-sponsors of the Symposium: 
Health Systems Global is dedicated to promoting health systems research and 
knowledge translation. Its activities span three broad areas of work, namely: creating 
new knowledge; supporting knowledge translation, and applying new knowledge in 
real world settings. 
 
Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research / World Health Organization promotes the 
generation and use of health policy and systems research (HPSR) as a means to 
improve health and health systems in developing countries.  
 
The National Department of Health of South Africa aims to improve the health status 
citizens through prevention of illness and the promotion of healthy lifestyles, wellness 
and to consistently improve the health care delivery system by focusing on access, 
equity, efficiency, quality and sustainability. The Department is implementing its policy 
on National Health Insurance, based on the principles of universal health coverage, to 
transform the health system and grant all citizens access to good quality health 
services irrespective of their socio-economic status.  
 
The South Africa Local Organizing Consortium is made up of five world-known 
organizations that have a long track record of collaboration in education, research and 
knowledge translation for health systems development. Together they seek to 
strengthen the community of health policy and systems’ practitioners and researchers 
working in South Africa and throughout Africa, in support of equitable health system 
development. These organizations are the University of Cape Town, University of the 
Western Cape, Health Systems Trust, Stellenbosch University and the South African 
Medical Research Council. 
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