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MEDIA RELEASE 
From day one of the Third Global Symposium on Health Systems Research 
 
For immediate comment 
 
 

 

“Solidarity between nations - not charity” - will realise  
the universal right to health 

 
 
Cape Town, South Africa, 1 October 2014, 18h00 SAST – As the Third Global Symposium on 
Health Systems Research commences in Cape Town, South Africa, discussions about the 
theme of people-centred health systems are placing emphasis on the need for social 
inclusiveness in building health systems that deliver on the principles of the right to health. 
 
“Solidarity between nations – not charity” has been the rallying cry from participants 
discussing the impediments to developing resilient and robust health systems.  The various 
sessions enable Symposium participants to discuss, debate and share their perspectives and 
research on how the wide variety of groups in this arena should work towards engaging with 
each other to build strong health systems.  These discussions are especially pertinent and 
timely as the global community is currently facing a significant public health challenge  
arising out of the current outbreak of the ebola virus which is highlighting the fragility of 
health systems across many nations. 
 
At a press conference attended by Mmalebona Precious Matsoso, Director General of the 
Department of Health of South Africa; Deborah L Birx, Ambassador-at-Large and 
Coordinator of United States Government Activities to Combat HIV/AIDS; and Fernando 
Ruiz, Deputy Minister of Health of Colombia, the panel provided their perspectives on the 
Symposium’s proceedings so far. 
 
Whilst conceding that there are many challenges being faced in responsive health systems, 
Ruiz described some of the foundation laid by Colombia in enshrining the right to health 
through its constitution, regulatory mechanisms on treatment and medicines and creating 
an understanding of the various determinants of health.   
 
Ambassador Birx discussed how the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for HIV/AIDS (PEPFAR), 
which she oversees, is using data to inform its programmatic and geographic focus.  
Highlighting the importance of a people-centred approach, she explained, “we need data 
that are digestible, understandable, and actionable.”   According to the Ambassador, 
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PEPFAR is focused on working with its wide range of partners to “do the right things, in the 
right places, at the right time to achieve sustained epidemic control.” 
 
Recommendations thus far from the Symposium highlighted the need for greater 
stewardship in Pan-Africa to begin generating research evidence on the many diseases that 
occur in the region.  Commenting on the need for generating new knowledge, Matsoso said:  
“The African region needs to nurture a research culture, which targets young research talent 
across all disciplines and functions within the health system.”  In addition to citing the 
example of the South African Public Health Enhancement Fund which is a public and private 
health sector initiative to build capacity in health-related training and studies, she also made 
a call for investment in health policy and systems research as well as funding for the field 
through the Clinical Scholarship Programme. 
 
Respondents highlighted the critical need for community participation in determining and 
developing a people-centred approach to health.  While there was consensus that the 
principles laid out 34 years ago in the Alma Ata Declaration were still relevant, social 
solidarity and social movements were identified as fundamental catalysts for realising the 
right to equitable and responsive health systems. 
 
Ends 
 
 
Notes to editors on how to participate in or follow the Symposium: 
The Third Global Symposium on Health Systems Research takes place at the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre from 29 September to 3 October 2014. 
 

 Learn more about the Symposium: http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/ 

 Follow or take part on Twitter: @H_S_Global  (#HSR2014) 

 Media accreditation form for editors and journalists: 
http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/media-third-global-symposium-on-health-
systems-research-2014-cape-town 

 Attend the media conference: Send an email to judith.annakie@hst.org.za 

 Subscribe to receive media releases/ updates: Send an email to 
judith.annakie@hst.org.za 

 Live plenary webcasts via the Symposium website: 
http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/ 

 Read daily website news postings: http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/news 
 
 
About the co-sponsors of the Symposium: 
Health Systems Global is dedicated to promoting health systems research and knowledge 
translation. Its activities span three broad areas of work, namely: creating new knowledge; 
supporting knowledge translation, and applying new knowledge in real world settings. 
 
Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research / World Health Organization promotes the 
generation and use of health policy and systems research (HPSR) as a means to improve 
health and health systems in developing countries.  
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The National Department of Health of South Africa aims to improve the health status 
citizens through prevention of illness and the promotion of healthy lifestyles, wellness and 
to consistently improve the health care delivery system by focusing on access, equity, 
efficiency, quality and sustainability. The Department is implementing its policy on National 
Health Insurance, based on the principles of universal health coverage, to transform the 
health system and grant all citizens access to good quality health services irrespective of 
their socio-economic status.  
 
The South Africa Local Organizing Consortium is made up of five world-known organizations 
that have a long track record of collaboration in education, research and knowledge 
translation for health systems development. Together they seek to strengthen the 
community of health policy and systems’ practitioners and researchers working in South 
Africa and throughout Africa, in support of equitable health system development. These 
organizations are the University of Cape Town, University of the Western Cape, Health 
Systems Trust, Stellenbosch University and the South African Medical Research Council. 
 
ENDS 
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